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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on March 
19, 2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-13, 15-31, 33, 35-52, 54-58 and 60-69 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Donohue (U.S. Patent No. 6,202,207). 

With respect to claim 1 , Donohue discloses, searching for at least one remote 
database accessible via a network of computer systems, see (col. 6, lines 1 1-34, col. 
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10, lines 16-58, 220, 330, search request for URL list, fig. 3, searching through internet 
(network) for any resource location or web site (remote database, URL), col. 6, lines 1 1- 
65, col. 9, lines 45-67 to col. 10, lines 1-58); determining whether each remote database 
(210, URL list, fig. 3) found during the searching is comprised of the desired type of 
data, wherein the desired type of data is time series data (60, fig. 2, fig. 3, col. 10, lines 
16-58, time series table is searched and determined to download); and storing location 
information for each remote database found during the searching if the remote database 
is comprised of the desired type of data, see (col. 10, lines 39-58, URL list is 
downloaded, 230, downloads file, fig. 3). 

With respect to claim 2, Donohue discloses, desired type of data for use in a 
predetermined data analysis, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 45-65); retrieving data from the 
selected remote database via the network of computer systems; using the data 
retrieved from the selected remote database in the predetermined data analysis, see 
(fig. 2, col. 9, lines 45-65). 

With respect to claim 3, Donohue discloses, storing an indication that the remote 
database is comprised of data that has been used in the predetermined data analysis, 
see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 45-65, fig. 3, col. 10, lines 16-58). 
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With respect to claim 4, Donohue discloses, determining at a predetermined time 
interval whether the database has changed; and if the database has changed, updating 
the predetermined data analysis using the changed data, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 45-65). 

With respect to claim 5, Donohue discloses, determined on the basis of the 
frequency of the time series data, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 45-65, fig. 3, col. 10, lines 16- 
58). 

With respect to claim 6, Donohue discloses, predetermined data analysis that 
has been updated; providing an indication to a predetermined user that the 
predetermined data analysis has been updated, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 45-65). 

With respect to claim 7, Donohue discloses, providing the updated 
predetermined data analysis to a predetermined user, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 45-65). 

With respect to claims 8-10, Donohue discloses, predetermined data analysis is 
a forecast, economic, demographic or meteorological forecast specified by a user, see 
(fig. 2, col. 9, lines 45-65, col. 6, lines 1 1-49). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Donohue discloses, retrieving data from the selected 
local database via the network of computer systems; and using the data retrieved from 
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the selected local database in the predetermined data analysis, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 
45-65, col. 6, lines 11 -49). 

With respect to claim 12, Donohue discloses, if the number times the remote 
database is used in the predetermined data analysis exceeds a predefined value, 
storing locally the data used in the predetermined analysis, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 45- 
65, col. 6, lines 11-49). 

With respect to claim 13, Donohue discloses, receiving a specification of the 
desired type of data before the searching and the storing, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 45-65, 
col. 6, lines 11-49). 

With respect to claim 15, Donohue discloses, receiving a specification of the 
desired type of data before the searching and the storing, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 45-65, 
col. 6, lines 1 1-49, fig. 3, col. 10, lines 16-58). 

With respect to claim 16, Donohue discloses, determining information about at 
least one characteristic of the remote database; and storing the information about the at 
least one characteristic of the remote database in association with the location 
information for the remote database, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 45-65, col. 6, lines 1 1-49). 
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With respect to claim 17, Donohue discloses, remote database is selected from 
the group consisting of data frequency, data units, data scale, data source, data update 
date, and number of data points, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 45-65, col. 6, lines 11-49). 

With respect to claim 18, Donohue discloses, remote database is selected from 
the group consisting of data frequency, data units, data scale, data source, data update 
date, and number of data points, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 45-65, col. 6, lines 1 1-49, fig. 3, 
col. 10, lines 16-58). 

With respect to claim 19, Donohue discloses, determined from at least one XML 
data definition tag that is associated with the remote database, see (col. 5, lines 29-67 
to col. 6, lines 1-65). 

With respect to claim 20, Donohue discloses, searching the stored remote 
database characteristic information; and identifying one or more remote databases 
having the desired remote database characteristic, see (col. 5, lines 29-67 to col. 6, 
lines 1-65). 

With respect to claim 21 , Donohue discloses, remote databases having the 
desired remote database characteristic, see (col. 5, lines 29-67 to col. 6, lines 1-65). 
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With respect to claim 22, Donohue discloses, reading network address 
information for at least one computer system within the network of computer systems; 
accessing the at least one computer system based on the network address information; 
retrieving information from the at least one computer system sufficient to determine 
whether the at least one computer system provides access to at least one remote 
database, see (col. 5, lines 29-67 to col. 6, lines 1-65, fig. 2, fig. 3, col. 10, lines 16-58). 

With respect to claim 23, Donohue discloses, access the at least one computer 
system and to process the information retrieved from the at least one computer system, 
see (col. 5, lines 29-67 to col. 6, lines 1-65, fig. 2, fig. 3, col. 10, lines 16-58). 

With respect to claim 24, Donohue discloses, protocol is TCP/IP communications 
protocol, see (col. 4, lines 5-65). 

With respect to claim 25, Donahue discloses, predefined database formatting 
information to access the at least one computer system and to process the information 
retrieved from the at least one computer system, see (col. 9, lines 42-67 to col. 10, lines 
1-58). 

With respect to claim 26, Donahue discloses, predefined database formatting 
information is comprised of a plurality of predefined database format definitions, see 
(col. 9, lines 42-67 to col. 10, lines 1-58). 
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With respect to claim 27, Donahue discloses, reading uniform resource locator 
(URL) information corresponding to at least one computer system accessible via the 
Internet; accessing the at least one computer system via the Internet; determining 
whether the at least one computer system provides access to at least one remote 
database, and storing location information for the at least one computer system if the at 
least one computer system provides access to the at least one remote database, see 
(col. 9, lines 42-67 to col. 10, lines 1-58). 

With respect to claim 28, Donahue discloses, retrieving HTML formatted 
information from each computer system found that provides access to at least one 
remote database, and parsing the retrieved HTML formatted information to determine 
whether the at least one remote database is comprised of data of the desired type, see 
(col. 9, lines 42-67 to col. 1 0, lines 1 -58). 

With respect to claim 29, Donahue discloses, HTML formatted information is 
comprised of a meta tag, see (col. 9, lines 42-67 to col. 10, lines 1-58). 

With respect to claim 30, Donahue discloses, retrieving XML formatted 
information from each computer system that provides access to at least one remote 
database, and parsing the retrieved XML formatted information to determine whether 
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the at least one remote database is comprised of data of the desired type, see (col. 9, 
lines 42-67 to col. 10, lines 1-58). 

With respect to claim 31 , Donahue discloses, storing an indication of whether the 
remote database is comprised of time series data in association with the location 
information for the remote database, see (col. 10, lines 39-58, URL list is downloaded, 
230, downloads file, fig. 3). 

With respect to claim 33, Donahue discloses, storing characteristic information 
for each time series of data in association with the location information for the remote 
database in which the time series of data is contained, see (col. 10, lines 39-58, URL list 
is downloaded, 230, downloads file, fig. 3). 

With respect to claim 35, Donahue discloses, number of data points in the at 
least one time series of data, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 33-65). 

With respect to claim 36, Donahue discloses, starting time of the time series of 
data; ending time of the time series of data; and time interval between each of the data 
points contained in the time series of data, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 33-65). 
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With respect to claim 37, Donahue discloses, data series format information is 
comprised of information about the format of the time series of data contained in the at 
least one database, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 33-65). 

With respect to claim 38, Donahue discloses, time series of data is redundant of 
a data series for which information has already been stored, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 33- 
65). 

With respect to claim 39, Donahue discloses, information has already been 
stored, not storing information about the time series of data, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 33- 
65). 

With respect to claim 40, Donahue discloses, if the time series of data is not 
redundant of the data series for which information has already been stored, storing 
information about the time series of data, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 33-65). 

With respect to claim 41 , Donahue discloses, determining whether a correlation 
exists between at least some of the data of the desired type contained in the at least 
one remote database and at least some of the data of the desired type contained in a 
predefined data set; and if the correlation exists, storing an indication of the correlation 
in association with the stored location information for the at least one remote database, 
see (fig. 3, col. 9, lines 42-67 to col. 10, lines 1-58). 
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With respect to claims 42-46, Donahue discloses, predefined data set is 
comprised of microeconomic data, macroeconomic data and meteorological, see (fig. 2, 
col. 9, lines 33-65). 

With respect to claim 47, Donahue discloses, determining a volatility 
measurement for at least some of the data of the desired type contained in the at least 
one remote database; and storing the volatility measurement in association with the 
stored location information for the at least one remote database, see (fig. 3, col. 9, lines 
42-67 to col. 10, lines 1-58). 

With respect to claim 48, Donahue discloses, determining a seasonality 
measurement for at least some of the data of the desired data type contained in the at 
least one remote database, and storing the seasonality measurement in association 
with the stored location information for the at least one remote database, see (fig. 3, col. 

9, lines 42-67 to col. 10, lines 1-58). 

With respect to claim 49, Donahue discloses, searching for at least one remote 
database accessible via a network of computer systems, see (col. 6, lines 1 1-34, col. 

10, lines 16-58, 220, 330, search request for URL list, fig. 3, searching through internet 
(network) for any resource location or web site (remote database, URL), col. 6, lines 11- 
65, col. 9, lines 45-67 to col. 10, lines 1-58); storing location information for each remote 
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database found during the searching, see (fig. 3, col. 9, lines 42-67 to col. 10, lines 1- 
58); storing an indication of whether each remote database found during the searching 
is comprised of the desired type of data, wherein the desired type of data is time series 
data (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 33-65), see (col. 10, lines 39-58, URL list is downloaded, 230, 
downloads file, fig. 3). 

With respect to claim 50, Donahue discloses, database key, (col. 10, lines 39-58, 
URL list), wherein the database key uniquely identifies the at least one remote 
database; and, see (URL, fig. 3, col. 9, lines 42-67 to col. 10, lines 1-58); location 
information for the at least one remote database (URL, fig. 3, col. 9, lines 42-67 to col. 
10, lines 1-58); the location information being stored if the at least one remote database 
is comprised of the desired type of data, wherein the desired type of data is time series 
data (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 33-65), and the location information being stored in association 
with the database key (URL), see (col. 10, lines 39-58, URL list is downloaded, 230, 
downloads file, fig. 3). 

With respect to claim 51 , Donahue discloses, the at least one remote database, 
the data type information being stored in association with the database key, see (col. 
10, lines 39-58, URL list is downloaded, 230, downloads file, fig. 3). 

With respect to claim 52, Donahue discloses, at least one remote database is 
comprised of the desired type of data, see (col. 1 0, lines 39-58). 
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With respect to claim 54, Donahue discloses, database descriptive information 
being stored in association with the database key, see (col. 10, lines 39-58, URL list is 
downloaded, 230, downloads file, fig. 3). 

With respect to claim 55, Donahue discloses, remote database is comprised of 
data that has been used in the predetermined data analysis, the database usage 
information being stored in association with the database key, see (col. 10, lines 39-58, 
URL list is downloaded, 230, downloads file, fig. 3). 

With respect to claim 56, Donahue discloses, remote database was last updated, 
the database update information being stored in association with the database key, see 
(fig. 2, col. 9, lines 33-65). 

With respect to claim 57, Donahue discloses, a data series key for the time 
series of data, wherein the data series key uniquely identifies the time series of data; 
and location information for the time series of data, the location information being stored 
in association with the data series key, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 33-65). 

With respect to claim 58, Donahue discloses, data series descriptive information 
about the at least one data series, the data series descriptive information being stored 
in association with the data series key, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 33-65). 
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With respect to claim 60, Donahue discloses, number of data points being stored 
in association with the data series key, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 33-65). 

With respect to claim 61, Donahue discloses, starting time of the time series of 
data; ending time of the time series of data; and time interval between each of the data 
points contained in the time series of data, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 33-65). 

With respect to claim 62, Donahue discloses, data series usage information, 
wherein the data series usage information indicates that the time series of data is 
comprised of data that has been used in the predetermined data analysis, the data 
series usage information being stored in association with the data series key, see (fig. 2, 
col. 9, lines 33-65, col. 10, lines 39-58). 

With respect to claim 63, Donahue discloses, time series of data is comprised of 
data that has been used in the predetermined data analysis, the data series usage 
information being stored in association with the data series key, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 
33-65, col. 10, lines 39-58). 

With respect to claim 64, Donahue discloses, information about the format of the 
time series of data contained in the at least one remote database, and the data series 
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format information being stored in association with the data series key, see (fig. 2, col. 

9, lines 33-65, col. 10, lines 39-58). 

With respect to claim 65, Donahue discloses, information about whether payment 
is required to access the data contained in the at least one remote database, see (fig. 2, 
col. 9, lines 33-65, col. 10, lines 39-58). 

With respect to claim 66, Donahue discloses, database access authorization 
information is comprised of information necessary to access the data contained in the at 
least one remote database, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 33-65, col. 10, lines 39-58). 

With respect to claim 67, Donahue discloses, information is comprised of user 
identification information and a password, see (fig. 2, col. 9, lines 33-65, col. 10, lines 
39-58). 

With respect to claim 68, Donahue discloses, search for at least one remote 
database accessible via a network of computer systems, see (col. 6, lines 1 1-34, col. 

10, lines 16-58, 220, 330, search request for URL list, fig. 3, searching through internet 
(network) for any resource location or web site (remote database, URL), col. 6, lines 11- 
65, col. 9, lines 45-67 to col. 10, lines 1-58); determine whether each remote database 
(210, URL list, fig. 3) found during the searching is comprised of the desired type of 
data, wherein the desired type of data is time series data (60, fig. 2, fig. 3, col. 10, lines 
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16-58, time series table is searched and determined to download); and store location 
information for each remote database found during the searching if the remote database 
is comprised of the desired type of data, see (col. 10, lines 39-58, URL list is 
downloaded, 230, downloads file, fig. 3). 

With respect to claim 69, Donahue discloses, at least one remote database 
being accessible by the computer via a network of computer systems, see (col. 6, lines 
1 1-34, col. 10, lines 16-58, 220, 330, search request for URL list, fig. 3, searching 
through internet (network) for any resource location or web site (remote database, 
URL), col. 6, lines 11-65, col. 9, lines 45-67 to col. 10, lines 1-58); location information 
for each remote database (210, URL list, fig. 3) found during the searching is comprised 
of the desired type of data, wherein the desired type of data is time series data (60, fig. 
2, fig. 3, col. 10, lines 16-58, time series table is searched and determined to download); 
and store location information for each remote database found during the searching if 
the remote database is comprised of the desired type of data, see (col. 10, lines 39-58, 
URL list is downloaded, 230, downloads file, fig. 3). 
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Conclusion 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Isaac M. Woo whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4043. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain T. Alam can be reached on (571 ) 272-3978. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 



system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Isaac Woo 
April 18, 2007 



